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Judgethe Doughboy
By JenniferRudeKlett

George “Judge” Knott of Raymond served in Europe during World War 1.
His granddaughter, Jennifer Rude Klett, wrote his story based on published
histories, original records, and personal papers. The excerpts below are from
her book, Judge the Doughboy, a copy of which is in the KCHS archives for
review.

A Raymond Boy

GeorgeRobertkKnott wasaboutasamiablea manyou could
careto meet. A tall manwith curly redhair, hefoundthe humorin
justaboutanysituation. Oneof nine children,hewasknownasthe
family clown, someonavho lovedsportsandtelling stories. He was
thefamily’s secondGeorge asanearliersonnamedGeorgediedin
infancy.

As aboy, hedisplayedcompassiotry sneakingzegetables
from thefamily gardenandeggsfrom the henhouseto give to hobos.
But hedidn't stopthere. Not only did he give themfood, he would
fry andeatthe eggswith them. Theymadesoupandbecamdtriends.

Bornin 1896in RaymondMinnesotato Dutchimmigrantpar-
ents,Georgewasnicknamedludgebecausdis father,William Knott,
wasthetown’s justiceof the peaceat thetime hewasborn. William
andhiswife, Annie, wereto seethreesonsleaveRaymondo fight in
theGreatWar. Judgetheyoungesbf thethreeof draftage,wasthe
secondo go. His olderbrothersBill andTen (alsoknownasHank)
weretwo andthreeyearsolderthanJudge.

JudgewasdraftedSeptembe8, 1917by thelocal boardof
KandiyohiCounty. He was21 yearsold, about6’2” tall. At thetime
hewasstill workingasa farmhandandlived athome. Hereceived
his Notice of Call, andon Septembefi4 at8 a.m.,hereportedto the

nearbycountyseat,Willmar, for aphysical
examination.

By thetime Judgéeft to join thearmy
andreportto CampDodgein lowa, hehad
turned22. Whenheleft Raymondon April
26,1918,hisdog,Duke,walkedwith him
downto therailroaddepot. Duke, his faith-
ful companionwasa blackandwhite fox
terrierreportedlya goodhunter. Judgetold
Duketo stay,crossedheroadandgotonthe
train.

Judgewasaboutto becomea
doughboy.

Doughboy continuedon page9
Judge with his dog, Duke.
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‘Hollywood History’

= PastImperfect
Program at KCHS
April 25

“Hollywood History” will be presentedby
SamNelson,at the KCHS museumon Tuesday,
April 25,at 6:30p.m. Nelsondescribeshequestions
thatHollywood’srolesin historypresent:

History providesHollywoodfilmmakersan end-
lesssupplyof eventsand personalitiedor dramatiza-
tion. Increasingly today’'sunderstandingf historyis
shapedy Hollywood’s“take.” From Oliver Stone’s
controversial'JFK” to thehighly laudedSteven
Spielberdfilms “Schindler’s List” and“Saving Pri-
vateRyan,” Hollywoodfilms enterour collectivehis-
torical consciousnessBut whatdo thesefilms say
abouthistory? Do theyskewour perceptionsand
understandingf history? Or do theyprovidea valu-
able catalystto further explorationof history? Or are
theysimplyanotherform of “edutainment”?

JoinSamNelson History Instructorat Ridge-
waterCollege for atour of historythroughthe lensof
Hollywood movies. Usingexampledrom arangeof
films, we’ll reviewwhatHollywooddoeswell and
whereit falls shortin its effortsto popularizehistory.

Mark the dateon your calendar: Tuesday,
April 25.
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Discovering, Preserving,
and Sharing
the Story of

Kandiyohi County
and Its People

John Bosch,Jr., Farmers’

Holiday Papers

A recentacquisitionto the KCHS archiveswasthe JohnBosch,Jr., collection
of correspondencandotherpapergelatingto the FarmersHoliday movement,
which Boschled, andotherrural issuesduringthe 1930sDepression.The collection
wasdonatedby JohnBoschof Willmar, JohnBosch,Jr.’s son. More aboutthe Farm-
ers’ Holiday Associationwill appeaiin futureissuesof the Kandi Express.

Other RecentAcquisitions

The museunmhasreceiveda variety of otherdonationgo the collectionsin the
lastfew months. Publishedmaterialshavebeendonated. We've receivedanassort-
mentof photograph# greatcondition,including photographsf the SperryHouse
boathousethe old PostOffice in Willmar, the BondeBuilding, andthe Willmar High
Schoolband,justto nameafew. An office chair,somemusicrecordsanda Farmers|

listedbelow.

Union PocketCalendamresomeof the objectswe’ve receivedn the pastfew
months. A variety of additionalarchiveshavebeendonatedncludinglocal political
cards,mayoralproclamationsand“Piecesof Us,” which containsoriginal poetry,
proseandart doneby Willmar JuniorHigh Students.The donorsof theseitemsare

—BethKable, Curator

Volunteers

Archives/Office: DonMiller, Dorothy
Olson,SharonRichmond Dorothy Sar-
razin,BenThoma

Computer SetUp: GregHarp
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In-Kind Donations
Elmond Ekblad— Supplies
Ben Thoma— Supplies

Kandiyohi County CommunityService—
Snowremoval

Engan Associate$®.A. —Architectural
servicedor the SperryHouse

Donorsto the Collections

Tom Bonde;JohnBosch,Rolandand
ShirleyBosch,DonaldCaine,DianeHey-
mer,RichardHoglund,William Langston,
Don Niece,CharlesNilson, JeanRuter,
CharlieStiles,BenThoma

Church photography to
be summer project

CurtNorskogfrom the KCHS board
is coordinatinganothergreatphotography
projectwith theLittle Crow Photography
Club. Clubmemberswill photographys0
to 70 churchesn thecounty. The project
is afollow-up to lastyear'sphotography
projectfor barnsin the county.

Professional/Business

Members

Atwater State Bank
Cash Wise Foods
& Cash Wise Liquors
Corneil -Elkjer Agency
Crown Floral & Gifts
Danielson Abstract
& Title Co.
Elmquist Jewelers
Engan Associates, P. A.
House of Jacobs
Insurance by Strehlow
Jennie -O Turkey Store
Melvin's On the Lake
Nelson International
Peterson Brothers Funeral
Home and Cremation Service
Ridgewater College
Swenson Leasing Co.
Wal Mart Store 1470
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Thank you

Your gifts help preserve our
heritage for future generations!

Member Contributions
for Operating Support

$100+
Ben& LouiseThoma,Willmar
EdwardSwansonSt. Paul

Other Donations

James Mary Schnell,Willmar
Alvin Locke,OklahomaCity, OK
Mary JaneRice, Willmar

Adeline Gilberg, Minneapolis
MargaretHedin,Lake Lillian
PearlHeitke, Paynesvillejn Memory of
John Kauffman
GracePetersonAtwater

Harlow & MarleneAndersonGolden
Valley

New and RenewalMembers

Professional;

Rolf PetersonPetersonBrothers
Funeral Home and Cremation Service,
Willmar

NormanStrehlow,Insurance by
Strehlow, Willmar

RolandSwensonSwensonLeasing
Company, Willmar

ChadChristiansonCorneil-Elkjer
Agency, Willmar

LindaMcCormack,Crown Floral,
Willmar

Robert& SueMeyersonAtwater State
Bank, Atwater

Supporter:
BerniceGrabberTintes,Belgrade
Colleen& DouglasBurns,Riverside,CA
Beatrice& Lad OuradaSpicer

Jon& SophiePedersonSpicer

Mary Norby Opheim,Mound
WallaceV. Janssenwillmar

Friend:
John& SharonRichmond Willmar
John& Karin Gilbertson,Willmar

Edward& KatherineGreen Willmar
ShirleyM. Wood, St. Paul
JoanneRykkenJohnsonlLivermore,CA
Audrey& RichardFalk, Willmar

Kay & Wm. Hempel,Marine on St. Croix

Family:

Gregé& Linda Swalin, Spicer

Ivan & MargueriteKvam, Spicer
Michael EImhorstfamily, Willmar
Allan & Mary Ann Sogge Spicer
Katie & Tom Bonde,Spicer

Burt & TootsLundbergNew London
Donald& EvelynPaulsonWillmar
Darrel& Jeanetté.arson,Willmar
Evelyn& RalphOlson,Willmar

Amy & Jim Ellingson,Willmar

Viola SomervilleBond, Arlington
Heights,IL

SuzanneélorgersonSpicer

Ed & PatHadder,ColoradoSprings,CO
Mark & TraceyAndersonCedarRapids,
IA

June& VernonThompsonParkRapids
Dennis& Susanjordahl Willmar
Lucille & RobertMcGraw, Litchfield
Harlow & MarleneAndersonGolden
Valley

Ann Hendershot& DennisSchaefbauer,
Willmar

Fred& MargaretTrulsonMueller, Will-
mar

Janet& JohnHelin, Willmar

Evelyn& MauriceBomstadWillmar
Jay& PatlLoeppkeFamily, Willmar
Howard& VernaPatrick,Spicer

Lois Ellinger, Willmar

Carolyn& JohnSwansonWillmar
Diane& GaryFortney,New London
Bonetta& Daryl HoogeveenRaymond
Jackie& WalterMcRae,Athens,GA
Eileen& JohnHanson St. Paul
Vince & VonnieVan Heuveln,Willmar
Karen& MertonNewman,GadsenAL
Bernita& Clark Budd, Willmar

Earl & HelenJoLeaf, Willmar
Julie,Ashley& LeahAlsum,Raymond
Darlene& OwenHeuring,Willmar
Wanda& WayneFostervold Willmar
Doris & Jamed_ eary,Pinole,CA
Donald& DonnaGilman,Willmar
JohnWinton & Marion Matson,Bloom-
ington

Bob & DonaHaines,Willmar

Individual:

HarrietDe Wolfe, Freeland WA
Lyle Stai,Kerkhoven
DonaldWilliamson,Spicer

KCHS Building Fund

Building for the Future

Preserving the Past
Donations

$200+
SandraCurran,JacksonvilleFL
$150+

Lake AndrewTownship
Dale & JudyJohnsonin Memory of
Arnold L. Johnson

$100+
EdwardSwansonSt. Paul
MargaretHedin,Lake Lillian

Other Donations
EdwardSwansonin Memoryof J. Bur-
ton Anderson

KCHS is a 501(c)(3)organization.
Your donationsare tax-deductible!

SandraCurran, Jacksonville FL
GladysPalm,Willmar
LorraineA. JohnsonWillmar
DenisB. AndersonWillmar
DonaldMoll, Atwater
DouglasMankell, Logansport|N
Bev L. KnudsonWillmar
BeverlyHutchinsonWillmar
Alice Van Ort, Willmar
LesterHeitke, Willmar

Dori Moudry, Brownton
NormaRuud,Willmar
RobertSogge Spicer
KarenHinrichs, Minneapolis
Mary SchroederRedwoodFalls
Mark Hedin,Minneapolis
EleanorSwansonNew London
Mary J. Fury,VernonaWI
JoAnnLange,Spicer
TammyBoeschenJeffersorCity, MO
Rick Molenaar,Renville
JaniceS. Carlson,Spicer

Bill Tayler, Willmar

Alf Hustoft, Willmar

Al Locke,OklahomeCity, OK

~Members~
Pleasenote our new
e-mail address:
kandhist@msn.com
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Engine 2523

Springis hereandit’s time for the
annualspringsmiles-smilesfrom kids of
all ageswhentheyaretold thattheycan
“go ontheengine.” Formerenginecare-
takerWalterHall usedto tell themto go
onupthere,“But don't startit up!” (We
still usethatline with thechildren.) It is
alsothetime for hundred=f studentdo
seetheengineon springclasstours,led
by engineergrom the community.

Thisyear,thanksto Alice Coxandmanyothergenerous
donors Engine2523is shelteredindera roof canopy. Recent
donationsl|isted below,includea grantfrom BurlingtonNorth-
ern SantaFe Foundation(specialthanks!).

Theenginepreservatiocommitteeplansto extendthe
projectto includeotherimprovementsandwe arejust shortof
our original $75,000g0al, sowe welcomedonations. Thankyou
all!

EnginePreservatiorlCommittee-Chr. RolandBosch,Elizabeth
Carlson,ElmondEkblad,GregHarp, Marion Pladsen

Preservation/Shelter
Donations

$5,000
BurlingtonNorthernSantaFe Foundation

$500+
ShirleyM. Wood, St. Paul,in memoryof her father Lester C.
Bangtson.former engineerof #2523

$200+
SuzanndNelsen,in Memoryof Lee Nelsen

$100+

Carrie& Darrin Ogdahlandfamily of Elroy Lovanderjn memoryof
Elroy Lovander

Elmond& loneEkblad,Willmar

Dirk MedemaWillmar

Glen& LavonnelohnsonMarcolsland,CA
CarolynJansseiswansorandFamily,in memory of William Janssen
Daniel Ahlquist, in memory of his father Alvin Ahlquist

Other Donations

Bill & JanetHagenNewLondon
Alice Van Ort, Willmar
JoAnnLange,Spicer

William D. Tayler, Willmar

#2523Mailbag
My father,William Janssenyorkedfor the GreatNorthernRail-

of Engine2523. My mother,Marie, still livesthereandappreci-
atesthe preservatiorof the engine aswell asthe SperryHouse.
Our family donatedto the shelterfund] in William Janssen’s
memory.

Carolyn(Janssenywansorandfamily

Willmar

Committee Reports

The KCHS educationcommitteehasmetto planprograms
for ourthreetargetgroupsof 1) Youth, 2) Adults,and3) Sen-
iors. Programgplannedfor April andMay are: “Hollywood
History” by SamNelsonin April, WWII Roundtabldor VE Day
in May, andspringschooltoursorganizedy educatoiLinda
Maurer. More plansarein theworks.
EducationCommittee-Chr. SamNelson,RolandBosch Eliza-
bethCarlson, Jan Sietsema

The Sperry Housecommitteeis developingplansfor the
summemwork atthe SperryHouse jncludingthe repairand
partialrebuildingof the porches.The City of Willmaris
fundingafive-yearproject to restorehe SperryHouseto its
pastdignity,asoneof our city’shistoricalandmarks.
—SperryHouseCommittee: ChairpersonvVernaKelly, Richard
Engan,AngelaHolm, Marilyn JohnsonDiane Macht,Bea
Ourada,Marian PladsenBenThoma

The KCHS membershipcommitteehasmetto review
membershipolicies,anddevelopplansto increasdocal mem-
bershipassuggesteth the our MuseumAssessmentA mem-
bershipdrive to enlisthnew memberdgrom within the countywill
be sponsoredhis summer.More detailawill beannounced.
MembershigCommittee-Chr. Jan Sietsmalois Fostervold,
MargaretHedin,,Marilyn Johnson

PersonalNote—I wishto thankall themembersvho have
expressedheir concernduringmy illnessandrecovery. Up-

way, retiringin 197 1with the BurlingtonRailway,after 40 years date: | amnow undergoingchemotherapyreatment.| am

of service. He wasa trackwelderforemanandwasonthe crew
thatsetthetackandhelpedmovethe engineto the KCHS loca-
tion. Growingup acrosghe streetfrom the SperryHouseholds
manyspecialmemoriedor me,includingthe public dedication

Kandi Express, April

working,whichis a pleasure.Specialthanks too, to thegreat
boardmembersstaff, andvolunteersvho havebeensokind and
supportive. Hats(andkerchiefs!)off to all of you.
—MonaNelson Director
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MuseumAssessmentompleted
Implementationis nextstep

Our MuseumAssessmeriReport(MAP) arrivedin Decemberfrom surveyorRobert
“Skip” Drake,who spentadayat KCHS in SeptemberBeforehis visit, hereviewedthe self-
studydonepreviouslyby the MAP committee aswell asa collectionof KCHS policiesand
documents.The AmericanAssociationof Museumsoordinateshe MAP program.

Threemaingoalsfor theassessmentere: 1) Advice for facilities management2)
Assistboardandstaffin exploringwaysto expandpaid andunpaidstaff positions;3) Assist
themuseunin exploringwaysto build onthe existingstrongleadershipf boardmembers
andskilled staff to assureghatleadershigcontinuesn thefuture. Drakeaddressetheses-
suesin hisreport. Thecompletereportis availablein the KCHS office, soonly afew points
from the Drake’sexecutivesummaryarelistedbelow. He adviseghatfor:

MissionandPlanning- KCHS conducta retreator long-rangeplanningsessiorwith
board,staff, andcommunitystakeholders;Link awritten annualwork planwith thefive-
yearplan.

Governance Consideramendinghe by-lawsto extendboardmemberstermsto two
consecutivehreeyearterms;broaderthe boardtsmembershifpaseto includeall geo-
graphicareasf the county;developgreaterethnicandyouthinclusiveness.

FinancialStability - Acknowledgethe CountyCommissionerfor their financial commit-
mentto KCHS; congratulatehe City of Willmar for its supportof the SperryHouse;hold
discussionsvith local agencieaboutexpandinghetouristinformationcenterat the mu-

seum througha contractuabhgreementhatcouldprovidearevenuestream.

Interpretatiorand Education- Upgradeandformalizea visitor exhibitionandprogram
evaluationsystemgive long-termconsideratiorio upgradingthe mainexhibition hall;
exploreadditionaltargetaudiencegor the SperryHouseandSchoolhousegive strong
consideratiorio closingthe agriculturalwarehousexhibition.

CollectionsStewardship Considerfundingthe curatorpositionfull -time; reinvest ener-
giesin completingthe HVAC systemdor long-termcareof the artifacts.

MarketingandPublic Relations- Developa marketingandpublic relationsplan; consider
astrong,countywide membershiglrive to establisha countywide base.

FacilitiesandRisk Management Hold a discussiorwith local governmentegarding
assistanc&ith groundsandbuilding maintenanc@ndrepair;developa capitalreplace-
mentfund accountaspartof theannualbudgetprocess.

Summary “The Societyis blessedvith a dedicatedell-trained and professionabktaff,
board,membersandvolunteers.lt is rewardingto seesuchcommitmenand dedication
fromall segmentof the Society. Thisis an extremelystrongcountyhistorical societythat
providesleadershipin its communitiesandto othersocietieghroughoutthe southcentral
portionsof the stateandto the professiorin general. | stronglyrecommendheboard
and staffgive consideratiorto movingforward towardsAmericanAssociatiorof Muse-
umsAccreditation.”

We will keepyou postedasto the progressf thelong-rangeprojectssuggestedh the
MAP report. Oneof thefirst will bea May retreatandplanningsessioried by Tim Glinesof
the MinnesotaHistorical Society.

The MuseumAssessmentvasfundedby a grantfrom the Instituteof MuseumandLi-
braryServiceqIMLS), afederalgrantmakingagencylocatedin WashingtonD.C. thatfos-
tersleadershipinnovation,anda lifetime of learningby supportingnuseumsndlibraries.
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OurSympathy
to family and friends of--

Rev.JohnC.Kauffman95years,of
WillmadiedinMarch.Johnwasa
pastboardnembeandactiveKCHS
volunteerHewasa masteoralhisto
rianwhomoderatechany
“Rememberinggssionsandtrav-
eledthecountyointerviewityoffi-
cialsiromevenjocakown.Heis
survivedbyhisdaughteiKatherine
Bishomndgrandchildren.

LucilleEhmkeofWillmadiedin
Decembeattheageof95years,
survivedbyhergranddaughtéenni-
ferandfriends.

Dr.JohnLienof St.Paul survivedy
NeilandPatCarteandothefamily
members.

LaurieWallacedaughteof Glenr&
LavonndohnsowfMarcdslandFL,
formerlpfLakeLillian.

ArnoldL. Johnsonage90,fromSt.
Jamesdiedin March.Heissurvived
byhischildrerincludingdaughter
Judy(andDaleJohnsofromwill-
mar.

ReineHaggardtK CHSnember
sincel986diedin Februargtthe
age83years.Shewasanactive
volunteegespeciallforSpernHouse)
programsSheis survivedbyfamily
andfriendsn FranceindAmerica.

ArthurMork formerljromRenville,
KCHSnembesincel 980diedin
Februargttheageof89years.His
wifeJunechildremndgrandchildrem
survive.

RobertHookonmofWillmarage69,
diedin March Wewillmisshimeach
yeamwhertheSonsof Norwayre-
paretheitholidayreeforthemu-
seum.SurvivethywifeLavonne,
childrerandgrandchildren.

JamesMikesof Willmarage83,died
inMarch.HewrotehisWW!Iktoryfor
aKandExpresafewyearsago.
Survivedychildremndgrandchil-
dren.

J. BurtonAndersorof Spicediedin
Marchattheageof79years.Sur-
vivedbyhiswifeCarolchildrerand
grandchildren.




Stainedglasswindowsrestored preserved

By RaeannaGislason,Marilee Markkanen Dorn, RonaLambing, Allan Molenaar, Mary Lou

The UnitarianUniversalistChurchof Willmar hadthe
stainedglasswindowsof their building on West5" Streetand
Trott Avenuerepaired restoredandprotectedn 2005. The
projecttook aboutl8 monthsto complete

Thewindowsaddto the peacefulandmeditativemood
of thesanctuary.The congregatiomopesthattherenovated
windowswill lastfor the next95 yearsjust asthe original win-
dowslastedfor thefirst 95 years.

HISTORY OF THE BUILDING
1910- 1944

Informationin this article aboutthe historyof the

ChristianScienceChurchin Willmar comesfrom the secretary’s
bookof minutesof the churchmeetingsdatingbackto February

1906,whenit wasfirst in-
corporatedasa church. The
bookcontainsthe handwrit-
tenArticles of Incorporation
andBylaws,aswell asmin-
utesfrom annualandspecial
meetingaup to 1944when
thechurchwassoldto the
Unitarians.

Landfor achurch
buildingwaspurchasedn
1908andtwo yearslaterin
Januaryl910,a building
committeewasappointed.

In Marchtheyhada special

meetingto considerthe

building plansthathadbeen

submittedbutno actionwas

taken;however the minutesfrom an April meetingstate: After
examiningthe plansanddiscussinghe matterthe plan submit-
tedby JohnSkoolheinwasadoptedandthe building committee
wasauthorizedo askfor bidsfor the erectionof the building.
Alsoto let contractanddo all thingspertainingto the erection
of the building.

The KandiyohiCountyHistorical Societynewsletter
from Octoberl993containsanarticleaboutJohnSkoolheim.
He wasa popularcontractoiin WestCentralMinnesotaat the
turn of the 20thcentury. He wasthe“Architect andBuilder” of
the SperryHouse,Vinje Churchbuilt in 1904,the Carnegieli-
braryat5™ andBecker,andthe BondeBuilding at4" andLitch-
field, wherethe Daily Grindis locatedtoday. The Willmar
Argusreportedon Skoolheim’splansfor the BondeBuilding in
1898:

Mr. Skoolheintookspecialpainsin drafting everythingto be
first class,sothat the building will be oneof thefinestthis side
of the Twin Cities. Thereare veryfewsucharchitectswestof
Minneapolisequalto Mr. Skoolheim.He is notonly an archi-
tect,butan experiencedbuilder.

The captionnextto the photoof the completedcchurch

in thenewsletterarticle,reads:

TheFirst Churchof Christ Scientistwvascompletedyy Skool-
heimin 1910. It is describedby the StateHistoric Preservation
OfficeasClassicalRevivalwith a massivaemplestyleporch
andbluish-greenstainedglassin pointedarch windows an
“unusual westernMinnesotachurchdesign”whichmeritsfur-
therresearch.

In May 1910theformal groundbreakingook place. To
guotefrom TheRepublicanGazettenewspapearticletitled,
“The Growthof a Church—Historical Sketchof the Causeof
ChristianSciencen Willmar,” by O.A. Sandven“the corner
stonewaslaid with appropriateceremonie®n the earlymorning
of July26™.” And laterin thearticle:

Thefirst service,in thecompletecchurchwasheld on No-

vember20", 1910,andwasa veryjoyful occasiorfor the
congregatioranda num-
ber of friendswhowere
present. A lecturewas
givenin the churchthe
nexteveningandwas
listenedto by aslarge an
audienceasthe building
couldaccommodatea
numberhavingto be
turnedawayfor lack of
room.

Thereis noin-
dicationin the minutesas
to why theywaiteduntil
1913to haveaformal
dedicationputtheydid.
ThenewspaperTheRe-
publicanGazettepub-

lishedin Willmar on October2, 1913,hasa pictureof the
churchwith afront pagearticleentitled,"LOCAL CHURCHIS
DEDICATED Sundaywith AppropriateExercises-Historical
SketchRead.” The historicalsketchis thearticle written by
0O.A. Sandverthathadbeenpublishedn 1910.

Fastforwardto the 1940swhenit wasobviousthatthe
churchmembershifhaddwindledandtheywerehavingtrouble
keepingup the churchbuilding. Theydecidedto sell the build-
ing andland. At aspecialmeetingin March 1944 they“agreed
uponthe attachedstatemento sell andconveythe ChurchProp-
erty to PeterMolenaarof the UnitarianChurch.”

Two monthslater,May 1944 the minutesstate,
ThePresidentreportedtherecentsaleof the churchpropertyfor
$5,000cash,andthe saleof certainof the furniture for $200
cash,to the Unitarian Societyof Willmar....... Thatheremain-
ing personalpropertyconsistedf theorgan,thetwo reader
desksthetworeaderchairs,andtheflower stand.

Severamotionsfollow in the minutespertainingto
howthe moneyis to be distributedandoneof the latermotions
readsthus:

Thatinasmuchasit appearghatthe memberof the Unitarian
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Severamotionsfollow in the minutespertainingto
how the moneyjis to be distributedandoneof the later mo-
tionsreadsthus:

Thatinasmuchasit appearsthatthe memberof the Unitar-
ian Societyevidentlybelievedthat the two readerdeskscon-
stituteda part of the churchbuilding, the desksbe givento
said Societyasa matterof Christiangoodwill andthe
flower standbethrownin for goodmeasure.

It is interestingto notethatthis building wascom-
pletedandusedwhile Mary BakerEddy,the Founderof the
ChristianScienceChurch,wasstill living. In fact, shehad
justoverseerthebuilding of the original “Mother Church”
in Bostonin 1894anda largeextensiorto thatchurchthat
wascompletedn 1906. In 1908,the yearthelandwaspur-
chasedn Willmar, shelaunchedhe newspaperTheChris-
tian ScienceMonitor , which continuego thisdayasa
highly respectegbieceof journalism. Shepassedwayin
Decembeil910soit is possiblesheknewof thecompletion
of this elegantchurchin Willmar, Minnesota.

1945- Present

The UnitarianSocietywasfoundedin 1929. Over
theyearstheymetin membershomesthe MasonicTemple
meetinghall, the AmericanLegionmeetinghall on Litch-
field Avenue,andupstairsn the meetinghall of the Carlson
Drug Storeon 4™ Streetacrossrom therailroaddepot.

At the AnnualMeetingon November21,1943,in
the CarlsonHall the membersaskedthe Boardof Directors
to try to find a betterplaceto hold the meetings.

During a specialmeetingon February28, 1944,the
membersapprovedinanimouslhthatthe ChristianScience
building on the cornerof 5" Streetand Trott Avenuebe pur-
chasedor thesumof $5,000. Prior to the meetingthe entire
grouphadgoneon atour of the church.

Edith HaroldsorandPeterMolenaarcanvassethe
membergo askfor fundsto purchasehebuilding. It was
purchasedvithouta mortgage.

By the springof 1944 Articles of Incorporation
wereproposeddiscussedandacceptedandthe groupdis-
cussedhetypeof finishing thatwasto bedonein the
churchbasementA cementfloor waspouredin the base-
ment,a (more)modernheatingsystenreplacedhewood
andcoalfurnace andakitchenwasinstalled.

On Octobers, 1945,the membersapproveccoop-
erationwith the neighborhoodo pave5" StreetWestand
theinstallationof a newseweroutlet,andvotedto setaside
3% of thevalueof the building to a Building Fund.

A formal dedicationof the UnitarianCenterin
Willmar, homeof the UnitarianSociety took placeon Fri-
dayevening,Decembel4,1945. Thepianowaspurchased
from Mrs. Milo Nygaardfor $200at thattime.

Circular SectionReplaced
A circularsectionat thetop of the centralwindow
onthenorthsidewasreplacedn 1991. Thereplacedsec-

tion wasframedandgivento ChristianScienceChurchmem-

bersduringaserviceon March24,1991,in thechurch. The
original sectionmaybe seenat the presentocationof the
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MYRTLE AND MAYNARD HAROLDSON
DONATED FUNDS

Myrtle and MaynardHaroldsondonatedthe fundsusedfor
therestorationaspart of a bequesto thechurch.

Myrtle Evelyn Johnsonwasbornon October26,1907,in
Whitefield Township,KandiyohiCounty,to OscarF. Johnsorand
Ida C. (Anderson)Johnsonthefifth of elevenchildren. Shewas
baptizedandconfirmedin the Sveal utheranChurch. Shegradu-
atedfrom Willmar High Schoolin 1924andgraduatedrom St.
CloudTeacher<ollegein 1926. Shetaughtelementaryschoolin
ChisagoCity, Minnesotaandlaterin SebekaMinnesota.

OnOctoberl, 1943,shemarriedMaynardJ. Haroldsonat
theLittle Brown Churchin the Vale nearNashuan Chickasaw
County,lowa. Theywereengagedn farmingin the Sveaarea
until retirementn 1975,whenthey movedwestto their retirement
homeoutsidePennockMinnesota. Myrtle wasa wonderfulhost-
essandhadanabidingfondnesdor flowers. Her gardensvere
filled with flowersandvegetablegachsummer. Guestsondly
remembethedeliciousstrawberrysaladsandincomparabldemon
meringuepies. Shegenerouslhsharedhergifts with herfamily
andchurch.

Shewasanactivememberof the UnitarianChurchof Will-
marand,alongwith Maynard,participatedn the purchasef the
buildingin 1944.

Myrtle diedatthe ageof 93 atthe Prairie SeniorCottagesn
Willmar on April 14,2001.

Maynard John Haroldson wasbornon October3, 1905
onafarm nearOgilvie, KanabedCounty,Minnesotato Alfred
HaroldsorandMary (JohnsonHaroldsonthe eighthof nine chil-
dren. His parentsverebornin Swederandimmigratedto the
United States.He wasbaptizedSeptembep2,1911,in theEvan-
gelicalLutheranChurchof Raymondn his Swedishname Jo-
hannMenardHaroldson.He completedhe eighthgradeat the
SveaSchool,andattendeda winter termatthe Morris Ag School
andattheMinnesotaCollege. He wasin largeparta self
educatednanwho neverlost his love for readingandlearning.
His homewasfilled with books. He remainedn thefamily farm
andcaredfor his parentsuntil their deaths.Maynardis remem-
beredfor hisinquiring mind, his expansiventerestsandhis joy-
ouslaugh. He andMyrtle hostedmanyfamily gatheringsthe
Haroldsonswvould singold songsin SwedishandEnglish.

Maynarddiedattheageof 97 atthe PrairieSeniorCot-
Willmar
2003.

tagesin
onJune2,

ChristianScientists.
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The original circular sectionof
thewindow containghe Crossandthe
Crown,with the Crowncircling the
Crossbut with the Crownfree. The
Crossandthe Crownareencircledby
thebiblical quotefrom ChristJesus:
“Heal thesick, cleansdhelepers raise
thedead castoutdevils.” Thissymbol
first appearednthe coverof “Science

Scrapingheexteriorof thewindow framesandpainting
themwith acrylic latex paint.
Fabricatingcustomaluminumframesthatfollow thelines of
the stainedglasswindowsandattachinghemwith protective
glasscoveringqseenextparagraphjo the exteriorwindow
frames.

Installinga¥s” plateglassexteriorprotectivecoveringinto
thealuminumframes. This givesthe churchanenergybene-
fit of aboutl5-20% andinsulateshe building from someof

andHealthwith Key to the Scriptures”by Mary BakerEddyin
1881.
Thesectionwasreplacedwith aflaming chalice,a

symbolusedby the UnitarianUniversalistgo represenhelpful-
nessandsacrifice. It is the official symbolof the UnitarianUni-

versalistServiceCommitteeandthe UnitarianUniversalistAs-
sociation. No onemeaningor interpretatioris official. The

flaming chalice like our faith, standsopento receivenewtruths

thatpassthetestsof reasonjustice,andcompassion.

The Project

Marilee MarkkanenDorn wasthe chair of thewindow

refurbishingproject.

Thecriteriafor therestoratiorwerethatthe original
windowsbe preservedndthelook of the building be main-
tainedascloselyaspossible.

The expectedife spanof stainedglasswindowsis

about70 years. Fortunatelythe windowshadlastedfor 95 years

with someupkeepbut no majorrestorations.

Overtheyearsthelargestainedglasswindow onthe
southsidehadbegunto sag. Severabf the smallerwindows
had¥2to 1 inch gapsanddirt, snow,andespeciallylady bugs
camein. In thewinter apersoncouldfeel thewind coming
throughthe openings.The windowsthatweremeantto be
openeccouldnolongerbe openedandtherewereno screensn
thosewindows. Thetraffic from Trott Avenuecouldbeheard
duringservices.

Marilee searchedhe Internetfor companiesn there-
gionthathadexperiencén executingprojectsof thistypeand
size. Severakompaniesverecontactedo submitlettersof in-
terestandestimate®n thework to bedone.

Project Contractor and Implementation

ClassicGlassof Fargo,North Dakota,waschoserfor
theproject. On SeptembeR6, 2004 Tracy Wallachof Classic
Glassspoketo the membersabouthis company’shid to repair,
restoreandprotectthe stainedglasswindows. ClassicGlass
suggested:

Left:insidenorthwindowRight:office.

theroadnoise. (To someextent,it alsoprotectshewindows
from vandalism.) Theseprotectivecoveringsareventilated
with smalllouversto preventheatfrom buildingup and
warpingtheleading.

Removingthe stainedglasswindowsin sectionsandtrans-
portingthemto the Fargoshop.
Replacingorokenpiecesye-leading,andattachinghorizontal
rebarto theinside.

Fitting two windowson eachof the northandsouthwalls
with screendeavingthe doublehungwindowsoperable.
Returningthewindowsto Willmar andreinstallingthem.

Thewindowswereinsuredby ClassicGlassduringthe
entireprocess.It wasestimatedhatthe projectwouldtake
about12 weeksfrom startto finish.

Thebid coveredall windowsincludingthe storage
roomandoffice. ClassicGlassreceivedthe bid for $66,780.00.

ClassicGlassstartednstallingthe 1/4 inch plateglass
exteriorprotectivecoveringandremovingthe stainedglasswin-
dowsin Decembenf 2004.

Overthe yearsmanysmallpiecesof stainedglasshad
brokenin placeasthewindowssagged.Choiceshadto be made
aboutreplacemenglasseadedrepairseamsandothertechni-
cal detailsduringtherestoration.Weeklyandevendaily phone
conversationsvereneededbut overallthe projectprogressed
well. While the stainedglasswasout, repairsweremadeto ex-
teriorframes weighttrackswerecleanedandtheinterior wood
wascleanediy congregatioimmembers.

Most of the windowswerecompletedandreadyfor
reinstallationby theendof April andbeginningof May. Re-
visits andfinal touchupscontinuedoverthe nextfew weeks.

Celebrating the Historic Windows
On Septembel 8, 2005,the congregationwasjoined
by membersf the ChristianScienceChurchandothermembers
of thecommunityin a WindowWarmingcelebration.The
building historyfrom the ChristianScienceChurchbeginnings
waspresentedy Raeannasislason. Allan Molenaarupdated
the historyfrom thetime the UnitarianUniversalistChurchpur-
chasedt. BruceBehrendson-
oredMyrtle andMaynardHar-
oldson. DorothyMeile pro-
videdpianomusicandthe Han-
deenfamily sang. Reverend
NelsOasreflectedon“The
Light Within andthe Light
Without.”
And refreshments
wereserveddownstairs.
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Doughboy, continued from page 1

The Alamo’s ‘Hell Fire and a Fuzzy-O’

Initially, Judgereportedto Camp
Dodgein Johnstonjowa, aspartof the
88" Division, 352" Infantry Regiment,
CompanyF. But, within days,hewas
reassigne@longwith manyothersfrom
CampDodgeto fill theranksof the 90"
Division at CampTravis, Texas.

His brotherBill hadleft the preced-
ing Septembeto join the 88" Division,
andlaterbecamepartof the 82" Division
with the 307" Engineers.He alsohad
initially reportedto CampDodge.

Ironically, Judge’soldestbrother,
Ten,wasthelastto go. Heleft May 3,
1918for CampWadsworth SouthCaro-
lina aspartof the 6™ Division, 53¢ Infan-
try RegimentCompanyD.

Judgeoinedthe 360" Infantry
RegimentCompanyG. A shortbutin-
tensetraining consistef basicssuchas
trenchwarfare,marching andweapons.
In just five weeks, Judgewasshipped
overseaso Franceaspartof the American
ExpeditionaryForces. The divisionwent
throughCampMills, LongIsland,New
York, with the majority passinghrough
England,andthenonto France.During
histrip to New York, Judgewrotea letter
home.

SaturdayJune8, 1918
Dear Sis,

| wasgoingto start this letter
with a fountainpen,butit don't work.
Thetrain shakegoo much. Weare just
goingthru a townin Missourinamed
Aurora. It sureis sometown. It lookslike
Raymondlid beforemytime. Missouri
lookssomuchlike Minnesotain corn.
Thecornis only abouta foothigh. In
Texadt is overmyhead. Somdlifference,
eh? Thistrip will takeusabouta week,so
we haveaboutfour moredaysriding. But
it sureis sportandsoftbecausave have
sleepersaandtablesandgoodthingsto eat.
Sowhatmoredoesa hobowant! They
turnedthebunchlosein Paris, Texasyes-
terdayandbelievemewehad sometime
with the RedCrossgirls. Theygaveus
everythinganyonecouldwishfor, even
flowers.

So,l supposeBill isin France
butthistime helpingthe boysdownthe
Beastof Berlin and| supposéHankis
probablyon hiswayto NewYork,too.

Well Gettsheast is a long wayto
Berlin butwewill getthereyet. Uncle

Samwill showthewayby heck! It's rain-
ing like thedogsherenow. Butwehavea
roof overheadsowewill haveto do like
theydoin Spain. Mr. Briggswill tell you
therest. It is gettingcolderaswego east.
It remindsmeof Minnesotaagain. | see
by the papersthis morningthe Germans
are dyingright andleft. Butwhatmore
cantheyexpectwhenthe Americanboys
startshooting.Well give myloveto the
wholefamily andtell theml amfeeling
fine andhappysogoodbye,| ammissing
goodscenenryby writing sowill close.
Judge

Everyonen the 90" Division made
it safelyto France. But someshipscarry-
ing division personnelvereunsuccess-
fully attackedby Germansubsin passage.
Judge’sworld hadsuddenlybecomea
dangerougplace.

Over There

Forty-threedivisionsof the Ameri-
canExpeditionaryForces(A.E.F.)were
sentto Europe. Judge’s90d" Division was
the22" to arrive“over there”in France.

TheU.S.soldierswerecalledSam-
mies(by the Brits after Uncle Sam),
YanksandDoughboys.Doughboysvas
themonikerthatstuck. The mostwidely-
acceptedheoryfor the nick nameis that
thesphericall.S. uniform buttons resem-
bleddoughdumplings.

Uponarrival, the 360" Infantry set
up its headquartein Rouvresur-Aube.

At thetime, thewar, which hadbeengo-
ing onin Europesincel914,hadlargely
resultedn a stalematesincel915atthe

WesternFront.

Forfive weeks the 360" wasjoined
by experiencedrrenchofficerswho

thatyear. Justbeforehisfirst tasteof war
atthefrontline, Judgewrotealetter
home.

TuesdayAugust?21,1918
DearFolksat home
Dear Sister:

Welll havea fewminutesoff so
will takeadvantageof it andwrite. Send
meBill andTen’saddressegleasesol
couldprobablybeableto locatethem. |
amhavinga goodtimeat presentandstill
happyandwell, and suredo hopethis
reachesyouthesame. Sosayhelloto all
theboysif thereare anyleft for meand
tell themto notworry becausd won't
takelong beforewe are with them. Will
write morenexttime,becausd amnotin
a verygoodconditionto write at present.

Loveto all,

Judge

P.S. | makean allotmentfor twentydol-
lars a monthstartingthefirst of Aug.

The 90" Division wasspreadout
over9 kilometersof front duringthis time.
The 360" relievedthe 26" Infantry of the
1stDivision. It waslocatedjust northof
Toul neartheMoselleRiver. Pounta-
Moussornwasto theright of the 360".

Duringthistime andonly underthe
coverof night,the mencleaneduttheold
Frenchtrencheof trashandbarbedwire.
The 90" Division sawits first casualtyof
thewarwhenonesoldierwaskilled by the
accidentadischargeof adiscarded-rench
grenade.

In late August,rumorswerecircu-
lating of anupcomingU.S, Offensive.
Activities werekeptquietandunder
cover. After four yearsof war, the French
civilians knewsomethingvasdefinitely
aboutto happenmoresothantheinexpe-

helpedtrainthe menin the newtechniques rienceddoughboys.

of war. Thenewrecruitstrainedeight
hoursa dayin trenching targetpractice,
maneuversndtactics.

The 90" Division hadbeensentto
relievethe 1% Division, which hadbeen
thefirst U.S.divisionto enterbattleearlier

Ontheeveningof Septembel 1,
theinfantry assembledh the pouringrain.
The 360" marchedo anewposition,
knowingsomethingvasaboutto happen.

Judgss holdingheflaginthiswWinductiophotograptakerin Willmar.
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Over the Top at St. Mihiel

The A.E.F.wasthefirst Americanarmyeversentto
Europe. Up until the St. Mihiel battleof Septembel 2" through
16", the Americanforcesaugmentedhe FrenchandBritish Al-
lied troopsandwereultimatelyundertheir direction.

TheA.E.F.,undercommandf GenerallohnJ. Pershing,
wasnowto fight asanequalAllied partnerundertheirown
command.It wasthelargestU.S. battleto datesincethe Civil
War.

At thebeginningof the St. Mihiel offensive the Germans
werein the earlystageof a pull out of thearea. Theywere
takenby surpriseby the Allied attack. The A.E.F.andFrench
divisionsdid not generallyexperiencentensefighting, however,
Germanpocketsof resistancesomewith gasattacksweremet
by the 90" Division. It hadbeenrainingfor daysresultingin a
horribleswampymess. Mud, barbedwire, lice, andratswere
everpresent.

The 90" Division wasplacedbetweerthe 5" Division on
its left andthe 82" Division onits right. Justright of the 82"
Division, which wasthefar right flank of the attack, wasthe
MoselleRiver, which markedthe easterrborderof the offen-
sive. St. Mihiel markedthe westernpoint.

At 7:a.m.on Septembei 3", Judgewentoverthetopand
advancedortheastowardthe Norroy Quarries. The 2™ and 3™
Battalionsmovedsimultaneously Progressvasslow and
stronglyopposedy Germanmachinegunsprotectedoy con-
cretestructures.Unfortunately the Germanmachinegunners
hadnotbeenaffectedby the 90" Division’s artillery preparation
prior to theinfantry attack. But by the endof the mostdifficult
dayyet,thetwo battalionsweresuccessful.

Accordingto the History of the 90" Division by Major
GeorgeWythe,Division Historian,the captureof Norroy Quar-
rieswasthe greatesadvanceof Septembefl3" andoneof the
regiment'sbrilliant achievementduringthewar.

“ ...Overcomingmachinegunresistanceandignoringthe
burstingof high explosivesthetwo battalionsoccupiedand
thoroughlymoppedup the quarriesby 5 p.m.” the bookstates.

In additionthe 360" capturedargequantitiesof medical
suppliesmachinegunparts,andammunition. Amongthe spoils
weremineworkergasprojectorsgrenadestelephoneepair
kits, signaloutfits, rationsandequipment. The Germandugouts,
which werehastilyabandonedelt “luxurious” to the
doughboys.ThevictoriousAmericansoccupiedhefully
equippedoffices, furnisheddiningroomsandrecreatiorooms
with pianos.

The Bois-le-PreteandNorroy Quarriesvictory wascon-
sideredthe 360" mostoutstandindeatof armsduring WWI,
accordingo theregiment'sorganizedeserveghatformedafter
thewar. In 1922,it developeda 360" unit insigniaandmilitary
coatof armsthatdepictsSablethe bearandatreewith barbed
wire aroundthetrunk. Thetreesymbolizeghe Bois-le-Prete
woodsandits captureon Septembef3,1918.

On Septembef 5" the 1% Battalionwasto advanceio a
newoutpost .. The360" Infantry establishegbostswestof the
MoselleRiverinVandierespnthe night of Septembefl6. As a
result,the 360" hadtwo “front lines,” oneattheir front andthe
secondattheirright flank.

Kandi Express,

Excerptsfrom Judge

Knott's Letters
Selectedby Jennifer Rude Klett

“The boyswerefalling all directions,butold Judge
keptgoing.”
November6", 1918

“I spentoversixty daysat thefront andwentover
four timeswaiting for thefifth, whichl amsureglad
nevercame.”

November 6", 1918

“We weretold that GeneralPershingwasgoingto
inspectusin theearly part of April, soall weare do-
ing nowdaysis washingour equipment.”

March 28", 1919

“l supposenotherwantsto seeher hero,andher
heroalsowantsto seehis motherasbad,sol think
better
as| comehome.”

April 23,1919

“How is Duke?”

Soonafterthe St. Mihiel offensive,Judgewrote his sister
EttaKnottin Raymond.
Septembep1,1918
Somewheré France
Dear Sis:

Wellkid | amjustgoingto write a fewlinesto let the
bunchknowl amstill living andfeelingfine. Wewentoverthe
top and cameout with grand success.Will write morewhenl
getin a positionto do so.

Withloveto all
Judge

After thewar, Judgetold his daughteMildred heremem-
beredstandingn thetrencheswith “rats runningeverywhere.”

Theratswerea mixedblessingastheycouldsmellthe
threatof gas. Daddysaidtwice avoicetold him to getout of the
foxhole. He jumpedoutwarningthe others. Somefollowed.
Onewasjustcomingoutwhenthe mortarlandedin the foxhole
andblew his headoff, Mildred recounted.

After the battleof St. Mihiel, the A.E.F.silencedAllied
doubtsthattheycouldfight ontheir own. Thevictory wasa
hugemoralebooster. Theyhadproventhemselveshuta
toughentestwassoonto come.

Judge’sstorywill continuein the nextissueof the

Kandi Express.WethankJenniferRudeKlett for sharing
her fine bookwith KCHS.
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