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Judge the Doughboy 
           By Jennifer Rude Klett 
  
      George “Judge” Knott of Raymond served in Europe during World War I.  
His granddaughter, Jennifer Rude Klett, wrote his story based on published 
histories, original records, and personal papers.  The excerpts below are from 
her book, Judge the Doughboy, a copy of which is in the KCHS archives for 
review.   
 
 A Raymond Boy 

          George Robert Knott was about as amiable a man you could 
care to meet.  A tall man with curly red hair, he found the humor in 
just about any situation.  One of nine children, he was known as the 
family clown, someone who loved sports and telling stories.  He was 
the family’s second George, as an earlier son named George died in 
infancy. 
          As a boy, he displayed compassion by sneaking vegetables 
from the family garden and eggs from the hen house to give to hobos.  
But he didn’t stop there.  Not only did he give them food, he would 
fry and eat the eggs with them.  They made soup and became friends. 
          Born in 1896 in Raymond, Minnesota, to Dutch immigrant par-
ents, George was nicknamed Judge because his father, William Knott, 
was the town’s justice of the peace at the time he was born.  William 
and his wife, Annie, were to see three sons leave Raymond to fight in 
the Great War.  Judge, the youngest of the three of draft age, was the 
second to go.  His older brothers, Bill and Ten (also known as Hank) 
were two and three years older than Judge.  
          Judge was drafted September 8, 1917 by the local board of 
Kandiyohi County.  He was 21 years old, about 6’2” tall.  At the time 
he was still working as a farmhand and lived at home.  He received 
his Notice of Call, and on September 14 at 8 a.m., he reported to the 

nearby county seat, Willmar, for a physical 
examination. 
          By the time Judge left to join the army 
and report to Camp Dodge in Iowa, he had 
turned 22.  When he left Raymond on April 
26, 1918, his dog, Duke, walked with him 
down to the railroad depot.  Duke, his faith-
ful companion, was a black and white fox 
terrier-reportedly a good hunter.  Judge told 
Duke to stay, crossed the road and got on the 
train. 
          Judge was about to become a 
doughboy.                                                                                

         Doughboy, continued on page 9 
Judge with his dog, Duke. 

‘Hollywood History’   
= Past Imperfect 
Program at KCHS  
April 25 
 
          “Hollywood History” will be presented by 
Sam Nelson, at the KCHS museum on Tuesday, 
April 25, at 6:30 p.m.  Nelson describes the questions 
that Hollywood’s roles in history present: 
 
          History provides Hollywood filmmakers an end-
less supply of events and personalities for dramatiza-
tion.  Increasingly, today’s understanding of history is 
shaped by Hollywood’s “take.”    From Oliver Stone’s 
controversial “JFK” to the highly lauded Steven 
Spielberg films “Schindler’s List” and “Saving Pri-
vate Ryan,” Hollywood films enter our collective his-
torical consciousness.  But what do these films say 
about history?  Do they skew our perceptions and 
understanding of history?  Or do they provide a valu-
able catalyst to further exploration of history?  Or are 
they simply another form of “edutainment”?   
 
          Join Sam Nelson, History Instructor at Ridge-
water College, for a tour of history through the lens of 
Hollywood movies.  Using examples from a range of 
films, we’ll review what Hollywood does well and 
where it falls short in its efforts to popularize history.  
  
         Mark the date on your calendar:  Tuesday, 
April 25. 
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Volunteers 

Archives/Office:   Don Miller, Dorothy 
Olson, Sharon Richmond, Dorothy Sar-
razin, Ben Thoma 

Computer Set-Up:  Greg Harp 

Exhibits/Building/Thursday Crew:  
Jerry Behrends, Kermit Bjornberg, Ray 
Christensen, Elmond Ekblad, Pinky 
Fostervold, Anna Green, Dale Johnson, 
Jerry Johnson, Don Niece,Dorothy Olson, 
Doug Parisian, Don Paulson, Sharon 
Richmond, Al Sogge 

 

In-Kind Donations 

Elmond Ekblad— Supplies  

Ben Thoma— Supplies  

Kandiyohi County Community Service – 
Snow removal 

Engan Associates P.A. —Architectural 
services for the Sperry House 

 

Donors to the Collections 

Tom Bonde; John Bosch, Roland and 
Shirley Bosch, Donald Caine, Diane Hey-
mer, Richard Hoglund, William Langston, 
Don Niece, Charles Nilson, Jean Ruter, 
Charlie Stiles, Ben Thoma 
 

Church photography to 
be summer project 
  
          Curt Norskog from the KCHS board 
is coordinating another great photography 
project with the Little Crow Photography 
Club.  Club members will photography 60 
to 70 churches in the county.  The project 
is a follow-up to last year’s photography 
project for barns in the county.  
 

Kandiyohi County 
Historical Society 

610 NE Hwy 71 
Willmar,  MN  56201 

Telephone:  320/235-1881 
Fax:  320/235-1881 

E-Mail:  kandhist@msn.com 
Website: kandimuseum.com 

Professional/Business  

Members  

Atwater State Bank  
Cash Wise Foods  

& Cash Wise Liquors  
Corneil -Elkjer Agency  
Crown Floral & Gifts  
Danielson Abstract  

& Title Co. 
Elmquist Jewelers  

Engan Associates, P. A. 
House of Jacobs  

Insurance by Strehlow  
Jennie -O Turkey Store  
Melvin’s On the Lake 
Nelson International  

Peterson Brothers Funeral 
Home and Cremation Service  

Ridgewater College  
Swenson Leasing Co. 
Wal Mart Store 1470 
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John Bosch, Jr., Farmers’ 
Holiday Papers 
          A recent acquisition to the KCHS archives was the John Bosch, Jr., collection 
of correspondence and other papers relating to the Farmers Holiday movement, 
which Bosch led, and other rural issues during the 1930s Depression.  The collection 
was donated by John Bosch of Willmar, John Bosch, Jr.’s son.  More about the Farm-
ers’ Holiday Association will appear in future issues of the Kandi Express. 
 
Other Recent Acquisitions 
         The museum has received a variety of other donations to the collections in the 
last few months.  Published materials have been donated.   We’ve received an assort-
ment of photographs in great condition, including photographs of the Sperry House 
boathouse, the old Post Office in Willmar, the Bonde Building, and the Willmar High 
School band, just to name a few.  An office chair, some music records, and a Farmers 
Union Pocket Calendar are some of the objects we’ve received in the past few 
months.  A variety of additional archives have been donated including local political 
cards, mayoral proclamations, and “Pieces of Us,” which contains original poetry, 
prose and art done by Willmar Junior High Students.  The donors of these items are 
listed below.                            
       —Beth Kable, Curator 



Thank you  
Your gifts help preserve our 
heritage  for future generations! 
 

Member Contributions  
for Operating Support  

$100+ 
Ben & Louise Thoma, Willmar 
Edward Swanson, St. Paul 

Other Donations 
James & Mary Schnell, Willmar 
Alvin Locke, Oklahoma City, OK 
Mary Jane Rice, Willmar  
Adeline Gilberg, Minneapolis 
Margaret Hedin, Lake Lillian 
Pearl Heitke, Paynesville, in Memory of 
John Kauffman 
Grace Peterson, Atwater  
Harlow & Marlene Anderson, Golden 
Valley 
 

New and Renewal Members 
Professional:  
Rolf Peterson, Peterson Brothers  
Funeral Home and Cremation Service, 
Willmar 

Norman Strehlow, Insurance by 
Strehlow, Willmar 

Roland Swenson, Swenson Leasing 
Company, Willmar 

Chad Christianson, Corneil-Elkjer 
Agency, Willmar 

Linda McCormack, Crown Floral,  
Willmar 

Robert & Sue Meyerson, Atwater State 
Bank, Atwater 

 
Supporter:   
Bernice Grabber-Tintes, Belgrade 
Colleen & Douglas Burns, Riverside, CA 
Beatrice & Lad Ourada, Spicer 
Jon & Sophie Pederson, Spicer 
Mary Norby Opheim, Mound 
Wallace V. Janssen, Willmar 
 

Friend:   
John & Sharon Richmond, Willmar 
John & Karin Gilbertson, Willmar 
 

Edward & Katherine Green, Willmar 
Shirley M. Wood, St. Paul 
Joanne Rykken Johnson, Livermore, CA 
Audrey & Richard Falk, Willmar 
Kay & Wm. Hempel, Marine on St. Croix 
 

Family:   
Greg & Linda Swalin, Spicer 
Ivan & Marguerite Kvam, Spicer 
Michael Elmhorst family, Willmar 
Allan & Mary Ann Sogge, Spicer 
Katie & Tom Bonde, Spicer 
Burt & Toots Lundberg, New London 
Donald & Evelyn Paulson, Willmar 
Darrel & Jeanette Larson, Willmar 
Evelyn & Ralph Olson, Willmar 
Amy & Jim Ellingson, Willmar 
Viola Somerville Bond, Arlington 
Heights, IL 
Suzanne Torgerson, Spicer 
Ed & Pat Hadder, Colorado Springs, CO 
Mark & Tracey Anderson, Cedar Rapids, 
IA 
June & Vernon Thompson, Park Rapids 
Dennis & Susan Jordahl, Willmar 
Lucille & Robert McGraw, Litchfield 
Harlow & Marlene Anderson, Golden 
Valley 
Ann Hendershott & Dennis Schaefbauer, 
Willmar 
Fred & Margaret Trulson Mueller, Will-
mar 
Janet & John Helin, Willmar 
Evelyn & Maurice Bomstad, Willmar 
Jay & Pat Loeppke Family, Willmar 
Howard & Verna Patrick, Spicer 
Lois Ellinger, Willmar 
Carolyn & John Swanson, Willmar 
Diane & Gary Fortney, New London 
Bonetta & Daryl Hoogeveen, Raymond 
Jackie & Walter McRae, Athens, GA 
Eileen & John Hanson, St. Paul 
Vince & Vonnie Van Heuveln, Willmar 
Karen & Merton Newman, Gadsen, AL 
Bernita & Clark Budd, Willmar 
Earl & Helen Jo Leaf, Willmar 
Julie, Ashley & Leah Alsum, Raymond 
Darlene & Owen Heuring, Willmar 
Wanda & Wayne Fostervold, Willmar 
Doris & James Leary, Pinole, CA 
Donald & Donna Gilman, Willmar 
John Winton & Marion Matson, Bloom-
ington 
Bob & Dona Haines, Willmar 

Individual:    
Harriet De Wolfe, Freeland, WA 
Lyle Stai, Kerkhoven 
Donald Williamson, Spicer 

Sandra Curran,  Jacksonville, FL 
Gladys Palm, Willmar 
Lorraine A. Johnson, Willmar 
Denis B. Anderson, Willmar 
Donald Moll, Atwater 
Douglas Mankell, Logansport, IN 
Bev L. Knudson, Willmar 
Beverly Hutchinson, Willmar 
Alice Van Ort, Willmar 
Lester Heitke, Willmar 
Dori Moudry, Brownton 
Norma Ruud, Willmar 
Robert Sogge, Spicer 
Karen Hinrichs, Minneapolis 
Mary Schroeder, Redwood Falls 
Mark Hedin, Minneapolis 
Eleanor Swanson, New London 
Mary J. Fury, Vernona, WI 
JoAnn Lange, Spicer 
Tammy Boeschen, Jefferson City, MO 
Rick Molenaar, Renville 
Janice S. Carlson, Spicer 
Bill Tayler, Willmar 
Alf Hustoft, Willmar 
Al Locke, Oklahoma City, OK 

 

 

 
 
 
 

 

KCHS Building Fund  

Building for the Future  

Preserving the Past  
 
Donations 

$200+ 
Sandra Curran, Jacksonville, FL 

$150+ 
Lake Andrew Township 
Dale & Judy Johnson, in Memory of 
Arnold  L. Johnson 

$100+ 
Edward Swanson, St. Paul 
Margaret Hedin, Lake Lillian 

Other Donations 
Edward Swanson, in Memory of J. Bur-
ton Anderson 

KCHS is a 501(c)(3) organization.  
Your donations are tax-deductible! 
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~Members~ 
Please note our new  

e-mail address: 
kandhist@msn.com 
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Engine 2523 
          Spring is here and it’s time for the 
annual spring smiles--smiles from kids of 
all ages when they are told that they can 
“go on the engine.”  Former engine care-
taker Walter Hall used to tell them to go 
on up there, “But don’t start it up!” (We 
still use that line with the children.)  It is 
also the time for hundreds of students to 
see the engine on spring class tours, led 
by engineers from the community. 
          This year, thanks to Alice Cox and many other generous 
donors, Engine 2523 is sheltered under a roof canopy.  Recent 
donations, listed below, include a grant from Burlington North-
ern Santa Fe Foundation (special thanks!). 
          The engine preservation committee plans to extend the 
project to include other improvements, and we are just short of 
our original $75,000 goal, so we welcome donations.  Thank you 
all! 
Engine Preservation Committee--Chr. Roland Bosch, Elizabeth 
Carlson, Elmond Ekblad, Greg Harp, Marion Pladsen 

 

Preservation/Shelter  
Donations 

$5,000 
Burlington Northern Santa Fe Foundation 

$500+ 
Shirley M. Wood, St. Paul, in memory of her father Lester  C. 
Bangtson, former engineer of #2523 

$200+ 
Suzanne Nelsen, in Memory of Lee Nelsen 

$100+ 
Carrie & Darrin Ogdahl and family of Elroy Lovander, in memory of 
Elroy Lovander 
Elmond & Ione Ekblad, Willmar 
Dirk Medema, Willmar 
Glen & Lavonne Johnson, Marco Island, CA 
Carolyn Janssen Swanson and Family, in memory of William Janssen 
Daniel Ahlquist,  in memory of his father Alvin Ahlquist  

Other Donations 
Bill & Janet Hagen, New London 
Alice Van Ort, Willmar 
JoAnn Lange, Spicer 
William D. Tayler, Willmar 

 

#2523 Mailbag 
My father, William Janssen, worked for the Great Northern Rail-
way, retiring in 1971 with the Burlington Railway, after 40 years 
of service.  He was a track welder foreman and was on the crew 
that set the tack and helped move the engine to the KCHS loca-
tion.  Growing up across the street from the Sperry House holds 
many special memories for me, including the public dedication 

of Engine 2523.  My mother, Marie, still lives there and appreci-
ates the preservation of the engine, as well as the Sperry House.  
Our family donates [to the shelter fund] in William Janssen’s 
memory. 
Carolyn (Janssen) Swanson and family 
Willmar 
 
 

Committee Reports 
 
The KCHS education committee has met to plan programs 
for our three target groups of 1) Youth, 2) Adults, and 3) Sen-
iors.  Programs planned for April and May are:  “Hollywood 
History” by Sam Nelson in April, WWII Roundtable for VE Day 
in May, and spring school tours organized by educator Linda 
Maurer.  More plans are in the works. 
Education Committee--Chr. Sam Nelson, Roland Bosch, Eliza-
beth Carlson,  Jan Sietsema 
 
The Sperry House committee is developing plans for the 
summer work at the Sperry House, including the repair and 
partial rebuilding of the porches.  The City of Willmar is 
funding a five-year project  to restore the Sperry House to its 
past dignity, as one of our city’s historical landmarks.     
—Sperry House Committee:  Chairperson Verna Kelly, Richard 
Engan, Angela Holm, Marilyn Johnson, Diane Macht, Bea 
Ourada, Marian Pladsen, Ben Thoma 
 
The KCHS membership committee has met to review 
membership policies, and develop plans to increase local mem-
bership as suggested in the our Museum Assessment.  A mem-
bership drive to enlist new members from within the county will 
be sponsored this summer.  More detaila will be announced. 
Membership Committee--Chr. Jan Sietsma, Lois Fostervold, 
Margaret Hedin,, Marilyn Johnson 
 
Personal Note—I wish to thank all the members who have 
expressed their concern during my illness and recovery.  Up-
date:  I am now undergoing chemotherapy treatment.  I am 
working, which is a pleasure.  Special thanks, too, to the great  
board members, staff, and volunteers who have been so kind and 
supportive.  Hats (and kerchiefs!) off to all of you. 
—Mona Nelson, Director 
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Our Sympathy 
 to family and friends of -- 

Rev. John C. Kauffman, 95 years,  of 
Willmar died in March.  John was a 
past board member and active KCHS 
volunteer.  He was a master oral histo-
rian, who moderated many 
“Remembering” sessions, and trav-
eled the county to interview city offi-
cials from every local town.  He is 
survived by his daughter Katherine 
Bishop and grandchildren. 
 
Lucille Ehmke of Willmar died in 
December at the age of 95 years, 
survived by her granddaughter Jenni-
fer and friends. 
 
Dr. John Lien of St. Paul, survived by 
Neill and Pat Carter and other family 
members. 
 
Laurie Wallace, daughter of Glenn & 
Lavonne Johnson of Marco Island, FL, 
formerly of Lake Lillian. 
 
Arnold L. Johnson, age 90, from St. 
James, died in March.  He is survived 
by his children, including daughter 
Judy (and Dale) Johnson from Will-
mar. 
 
Reine Haggardt, KCHS member 
since 1986, died in February at the 
age 83 years.  She was an active 
volunteer, especially for Sperry House 
programs.  She is survived by family 
and friends in France and America. 
 
Arthur Mork, formerly from Renville, 
KCHS member since 1980, died in 
February at the age of 89 years.  His 
wife June, children and grandchildren 
survive.  
 
Robert Hookom of Willmar, age 69, 
died in March.  We will miss him each 
year when the Sons of Norway pre-
pare their holiday tree for the mu-
seum.  Survived by wife Lavonne, 
children, and grandchildren. 
 
James Mikes of Willmar, age 83, died 
in March.  He wrote his WWII story for 
a Kandi Express a few years ago.  
Survived by children and grandchil-
dren. 
 
J. Burton Anderson of Spicer died in 
March at the age of 79 years.  Sur-
vived by his wife Carol, children, and 
grandchildren. 

Museum Assessment completed 

Implementation is next step 
 
          Our Museum Assessment Report (MAP) arrived in December, from surveyor Robert 
“Skip” Drake, who spent a day at KCHS in September.  Before his visit, he reviewed the self-
study done previously by the MAP committee, as well as a collection of KCHS policies and 
documents.  The American Association of Museums coordinates the MAP program. 

 
          Three main goals for the assessment were:  1) Advice for facilities management;  2) 
Assist board and staff in exploring ways to expand paid and unpaid staff positions; 3) Assist 
the museum in exploring ways to build on the existing strong leadership of board members 
and skilled staff to assure that leadership continues in the future.  Drake addressed these is-
sues in his report.  The complete report is available in the KCHS office, so only a few points 
from the Drake’s executive summary are listed below.  He advises that for: 
 

Mission and Planning - KCHS conduct a retreat or long-range planning session with 
board, staff, and community stake holders; Link a written annual work plan with the five-
year plan. 

Governance - Consider amending the by-laws to extend board members’ terms to two 
consecutive three-year terms; broaden the board¹s membership base to include all geo-
graphic areas of the county; develop greater ethnic and youth inclusiveness. 

Financial Stability - Acknowledge the County Commissioners for their financial commit-
ment to KCHS; congratulate the City of Willmar for its support of the Sperry House; hold 
discussions with local agencies about expanding the tourist information center at the mu-
seum, through a contractual agreement that could provide a revenue stream. 

Interpretation and Education - Upgrade and formalize a visitor exhibition and program 
evaluation system; give long-term consideration to upgrading the main exhibition hall; 
explore additional target audiences for the Sperry House and Schoolhouse; give strong 
consideration to closing the agricultural warehouse exhibition.  

Collections Stewardship - Consider funding the curator position full -time; reinvest  ener-
gies in completing the HVAC systems for long-term care of the artifacts. 

Marketing and Public Relations - Develop a marketing and public relations plan; consider 
a strong, county-wide membership drive to establish a county-wide base. 

Facilities and Risk Management - Hold a discussion with local government regarding 
assistance with grounds and building maintenance and repair; develop a capital replace-
ment fund account as part of the annual budget process. 
 
Summary - “The Society is blessed with a dedicated, well-trained and professional staff, 
board, members, and volunteers.  It is rewarding to see such commitment and dedication 
from all segments of the Society.  This is an extremely strong county historical society that 
provides leadership in its communities and to other societies throughout the south-central 
portions of the state and to the profession in general.  I strongly recommend the board 
and staff give consideration to moving forward towards American Association of Muse-
ums Accreditation.” 

 
          We will keep you posted as to the progress of the long-range projects suggested in the 
MAP report.  One of the first will be a May retreat and planning session led by Tim Glines of 
the Minnesota Historical Society.  

          The Museum Assessment was funded by a grant from the Institute of Museum and Li-
brary Services (IMLS), a federal grant-making agency located in Washington, D.C. that fos-
ters leadership, innovation, and a lifetime of learning by supporting museums and libraries.   
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 The Unitarian Universalist Church of Willmar had the 
stained glass windows of their building on West 5th Street and 
Trott Avenue repaired, restored, and protected in 2005.  The 
project took about 18 months to complete 
 The windows add to the peaceful and meditative mood 
of the sanctuary.  The congregation hopes that the renovated 
windows will last for the next 95 years just as the original win-
dows lasted for the first 95 years. 
 
HISTORY  OF THE  BUILDING  
1910 - 1944 

 Information in this article about the history of the 
Christian Science Church in Willmar comes from the secretary’s 
book of minutes of the church meetings dating back to February 
1906, when it was first in-
corporated as a church.  The 
book contains the handwrit-
ten Articles of Incorporation 
and Bylaws, as well as min-
utes from annual and special 
meetings up to 1944 when 
the church was sold to the 
Unitarians. 
 Land for a church 
building was purchased in 
1908 and two years later in 
January 1910, a building 
committee was appointed.  
In March they had a special 
meeting to consider the 
building plans that had been 
submitted, but no action was 
taken; however, the minutes from an April meeting state:  After 
examining the plans and discussing the matter the plan submit-
ted by John Skoolheim was adopted and the building committee 
was authorized to ask for bids for the erection of the building.  
Also to let contract and do all things pertaining to the erection 
of the building. 
 The Kandiyohi County Historical Society newsletter 
from October 1993 contains an article about John Skoolheim.  
He was a popular contractor in West Central Minnesota at the 
turn of the 20th century.  He was the “Architect and Builder” of 
the Sperry House, Vinje Church built in 1904, the Carnegie Li-
brary at 5th and Becker, and the Bonde Building at 4th and Litch-
field, where the Daily Grind is located today.    The Willmar 
Argus reported on Skoolheim’s plans for the Bonde Building in 
1898: 
Mr. Skoolheim took special pains in drafting everything to be 
first class, so that the building will be one of the finest this side 
of the Twin Cities.  There are very few such architects west of 
Minneapolis equal to Mr. Skoolheim.  He is not only an archi-
tect, but an experienced builder. 
 The caption next to the photo of the completed church 

in the newsletter article, reads:    
The First Church of Christ Scientist was completed by Skool-
heim in 1910.  It is described by the State Historic Preservation 
Office as Classical Revival with a massive temple-style porch 
and bluish-green stained glass in pointed arch windows, an 
“unusual western Minnesota church design” which merits fur-
ther research. 
           In May 1910 the formal groundbreaking took place.  To 
quote from The Republican Gazette newspaper article titled, 
“The Growth of a Church—Historical Sketch of the Cause of 
Christian Science in Willmar,”  by O.A. Sandven  “the corner 
stone was laid with appropriate ceremonies on the early morning 
of July 26th.”  And later in the article: 

The first service, in the completed church was held on No-
vember 20th, 1910, and was a very joyful occasion for the 

congregation and a num-
ber of friends who were 
present.  A lecture was 
given in the church the 
next evening, and was 
listened to by as large an 
audience as the building 
could accommodate, a 
number having to be 
turned away for lack of 
room.   
 There is no in-
dication in the minutes as 
to why they waited until 
1913 to have a formal 
dedication, but they did.  
The newspaper, The Re-
publican Gazette pub-

lished in Willmar on October 2, 1913, has a picture of the 
church with a front page article entitled, “LOCAL CHURCH IS 
DEDICATED Sunday with Appropriate Exercises---Historical 
Sketch Read.”  The historical sketch is the article written by 
O.A. Sandven that had been published in 1910. 
 Fast forward to the 1940s when it was obvious that the 
church membership had dwindled and they were having trouble 
keeping up the church building.  They decided to sell the build-
ing and land.  At a special meeting in March 1944, they “agreed 
upon the attached statement to sell and convey the Church Prop-
erty to Peter Molenaar of the Unitarian Church.” 
 Two months later, May 1944, the minutes state,  
The President reported the recent sale of the church property for 
$5,000 cash, and the sale of certain of the furniture for $200 
cash, to the Unitarian Society of Willmar…….That the remain-
ing personal property consisted of the organ, the two reader 
desks, the two reader chairs, and the flower stand. 
  Several motions follow in the minutes pertaining to 
how the money is to be distributed and one of the later motions 
reads thus: 
That inasmuch as it appears that the members of the Unitarian 

Stained glass windows restored, preserved 
                                                  By Raeanna Gislason, Marilee Markkanen Dorn, Rona Lambing, Allan Molenaar, Mar y Lou 



Kandi Express, April 2006 —Page 7 

 
 Several motions follow in the minutes pertaining to 
how the money is to be distributed and one of the later mo-
tions reads thus: 
That inasmuch as it appears that the members of the Unitar-
ian Society evidently believed that the two reader desks con-
stituted a part of the church building, the desks be given to 
said Society as a matter of Christian good will and the 
flower stand be thrown in for good measure. 
 It is interesting to note that this building was com-
pleted and used while Mary Baker Eddy, the Founder of the 
Christian Science Church, was still living.  In fact, she had 
just overseen the building of the original “Mother Church” 
in Boston in 1894 and a large extension to that church that 
was completed in 1906.  In 1908, the year the land was pur-
chased in Willmar, she launched the newspaper, The Chris-
tian Science Monitor , which continues to this day as a 
highly respected piece of journalism.  She passed away in 
December 1910 so it is possible she knew of the completion 
of this elegant church in Willmar, Minnesota. 

1945 - Present 

 The Unitarian Society was founded in 1929.  Over 
the years they met in members’ homes, the Masonic Temple 
meeting hall, the American Legion meeting hall on Litch-
field Avenue, and upstairs in the meeting hall of the Carlson 
Drug Store on 4th Street across from the railroad depot. 
 At the Annual Meeting on November 21, 1943, in 
the Carlson Hall the members asked the Board of Directors 
to try to find a better place to hold the meetings. 
 During a special meeting on February 28, 1944, the 
members approved unanimously that the Christian Science 
building on the corner of 5th Street and Trott Avenue be pur-
chased for the sum of $5,000.  Prior to the meeting the entire 
group had gone on a tour of the church. 
 Edith Haroldson and Peter Molenaar canvassed the 
members to ask for funds to purchase the building.  It was 
purchased without a mortgage. 
 By the spring of 1944 Articles of Incorporation 
were proposed, discussed, and accepted, and the group dis-
cussed the type of finishing that was to be done in the 
church basement.  A cement floor was poured in the base-
ment, a (more) modern heating system replaced the wood 
and coal furnace, and a kitchen was installed. 
 On October 5, 1945, the members approved coop-
eration with the neighborhood to pave 5th Street West and 
the installation of a new sewer outlet, and voted to set aside 
3% of the value of the building to a Building Fund. 
 A formal dedication of the Unitarian Center in 
Willmar, home of the Unitarian Society, took place on Fri-
day evening, December 14, 1945.  The piano was purchased 
from Mrs. Milo Nygaard for $200 at that time. 
 
Circular Section Replaced 
 A circular section at the top of the central window 
on the north side was replaced in 1991.  The replaced sec-
tion was framed and given to Christian Science Church mem-
bers during a service on March 24, 1991, in the church.  The 
original section may be seen at the present location of the 

Christian Scientists. 

MYRTLE AND  MAYNARD  HAROLDSON  
DONATED  FUNDS 

          Myrtle and Maynard Haroldson donated the funds used for 
the restoration as part of a bequest to the church. 
 
          Myrtle Evelyn Johnson was born on October 26, 1907, in 
Whitefield Township, Kandiyohi County, to Oscar F. Johnson and 
Ida C. (Anderson) Johnson, the fifth of eleven children.  She was 
baptized and confirmed in the Svea Lutheran Church.  She gradu-
ated from Willmar High School in 1924 and graduated from St. 
Cloud Teachers College in 1926.  She taught elementary school in 
Chisago City, Minnesota, and later in Sebeka, Minnesota. 
          On October 1, 1943, she married Maynard J. Haroldson at 
the Little Brown Church in the Vale near Nashua in Chickasaw 
County, Iowa.  They were engaged in farming in the Svea area 
until retirement in 1975, when they moved west to their retirement 
home outside Pennock, Minnesota.  Myrtle was a wonderful host-
ess and had an abiding fondness for flowers.  Her gardens were 
filled with flowers and vegetables each summer.  Guests fondly 
remember the delicious strawberry salads and incomparable lemon 
meringue pies.  She generously shared her gifts with her family 
and church. 
          She was an active member of the Unitarian Church of Will-
mar and, along with Maynard, participated in the purchase of the 
building in 1944. 
          Myrtle died at the age of 93 at the Prairie Senior Cottages in 
Willmar on April 14, 2001. 
 Maynard John Haroldson was born on October 3, 1905 
on a farm near Ogilvie, Kanabec County, Minnesota, to Alfred 
Haroldson and Mary (Johnson) Haroldson, the eighth of nine chil-
dren.  His parents were born in Sweden and immigrated to the 
United States.  He was baptized September 22, 1911, in the Evan-
gelical Lutheran Church of Raymond in his Swedish name, Jo-
hann Menard Haroldson.  He completed the eighth grade at the 
Svea School, and attended a winter term at the Morris Ag School 
and at the Minnesota College.  He was in large part a self-
educated man who never lost his love for reading and learning.  
His home was filled with books.  He remained on the family farm 
and cared for his parents until their deaths.  Maynard is remem-
bered for his inquiring mind, his expansive interests, and his joy-
ous laugh.  He and Myrtle hosted many family gatherings; the 
Haroldsons would sing old songs in Swedish and English. 
 Maynard died at the age of 97 at the Prairie Senior Cot-
tages in Willmar 
on June 2, 2003. 
 



 The original circular section of 
the window contains the Cross and the 
Crown, with the Crown circling the 
Cross but with the Crown free.  The 
Cross and the Crown are encircled by 
the biblical quote from Christ Jesus:  
“Heal the sick, cleanse the lepers, raise 
the dead, cast out devils.”  This symbol 
first appeared on the cover of “Science 

and Health with Key to the Scriptures” by Mary Baker Eddy in 
1881. 
 The section was replaced with a flaming chalice, a 
symbol used by the Unitarian Universalists to represent helpful-
ness and sacrifice.  It is the official symbol of the Unitarian Uni-
versalist Service Committee and the Unitarian Universalist As-
sociation.  No one meaning or interpretation is official.  The 
flaming chalice, like our faith, stands open to receive new truths 
that pass the tests of reason, justice, and compassion. 

The Project 
 Marilee Markkanen Dorn was the chair of the window 
refurbishing project.     
 The criteria for the restoration were that the original 
windows be preserved and the look of the building be main-
tained as closely as possible. 
 The expected life span of stained glass windows is 
about 70 years.  Fortunately the windows had lasted for 95 years 
with some upkeep but no major restorations. 
 Over the years the large stained glass window on the 
south side had begun to sag.  Several of the smaller windows 
had ½ to 1 inch gaps and dirt, snow, and especially lady bugs 
came in.  In the winter a person could feel the wind coming 
through the openings.  The windows that were meant to be 
opened could no longer be opened and there were no screens in 
those windows.  The traffic from Trott Avenue could be heard 
during services. 
 Marilee searched the Internet for companies in the re-
gion that had experience in executing projects of this type and 
size.  Several companies were contacted to submit letters of in-
terest and estimates on the work to be done. 
 
Project Contractor and Implementation 
 Classic Glass of Fargo, North Dakota, was chosen for 
the project.  On September 26, 2004 Tracy Wallach of Classic 
Glass spoke to the members about his company’s bid to repair, 
restore, and protect the stained glass windows.  Classic Glass 
suggested: 

Scraping the exterior of the window frames and painting 
them with acrylic latex paint. 
Fabricating custom aluminum frames that follow the lines of 
the stained glass windows and attaching them with protective 
glass coverings (see next paragraph) to the exterior window 
frames. 
Installing a ¼” plate glass exterior protective covering into 
the aluminum frames.  This gives the church an energy bene-
fit of about 15-20% and insulates the building from some of 
the road noise.  (To some extent, it also protects the windows 
from vandalism.)  These protective coverings are ventilated 
with small louvers to prevent heat from building up and 
warping the leading. 
Removing the stained glass windows in sections and trans-
porting them to the Fargo shop. 
Replacing broken pieces, re-leading, and attaching horizontal 
rebar to the inside. 
Fitting two windows on each of the north and south walls 
with screens leaving the double hung windows operable. 
Returning the windows to Willmar and reinstalling them. 
 

 The windows were insured by Classic Glass during the 
entire process.  It was estimated that the project would take 
about 12 weeks from start to finish. 
 The bid covered all windows including the storage 
room and office.  Classic Glass received the bid for $66,780.00.
 Classic Glass started installing the 1/4 inch plate glass 
exterior protective covering and removing the stained glass win-
dows in December of 2004. 
 Over the years many small pieces of stained glass had 
broken in place as the windows sagged.  Choices had to be made 
about replacement glass, leaded repair seams, and other techni-
cal details during the restoration.  Weekly and even daily phone 
conversations were needed, but overall the project progressed 
well.  While the stained glass was out, repairs were made to ex-
terior frames, weight tracks were cleaned, and the interior wood 
was cleaned by congregation members. 
 Most of the windows were completed and ready for 
reinstallation by the end of April and beginning of May.  Re-
visits and final touch-ups continued over the next few weeks. 

Celebrating the Historic Windows 
 On September 18, 2005, the congregation was joined 
by members of the Christian Science Church and other members 
of the community in a Window Warming celebration.  The 
building history from the Christian Science Church beginnings 
was presented by Raeanna Gislason.  Allan Molenaar updated 
the history from the time the Unitarian Universalist Church pur-

chased it.  Bruce Behrends hon-
ored Myrtle and Maynard Har-
oldson.  Dorothy Meile pro-
vided piano music and the Han-
deen family sang.  Reverend 
Nels Oas reflected on “The 
Light Within and the Light 
Without.”   
 And refreshments 
were served downstairs. 
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                                                          Left:  inside, north window.  Right:  office. 



Doughboy, continued from page 1 
 
The Alamo’s ‘Hell Fire and a Fuzzy-O’  

          Initially, Judge reported to Camp 
Dodge in Johnston, Iowa, as part of the 
88th Division, 352nd Infantry Regiment, 
Company F.  But, within days, he was 
reassigned along with many others from 
Camp Dodge to fill the ranks of the 90th 
Division at Camp Travis, Texas. 
          His brother Bill had left the preced-
ing September to join the 88th Division, 
and later became part of the 82nd Division 
with the 307th Engineers.  He also had 
initially reported to Camp Dodge. 
          Ironically, Judge’s oldest brother, 
Ten, was the last to go.  He left May 3, 
1918 for Camp Wadsworth, South Caro-
lina as part of the 6th Division, 53rd Infan-
try Regiment, Company D. 
          Judge joined the 360th Infantry 
Regiment, Company G.  A short but in-
tense training consisted of basics such as 
trench warfare, marching, and weapons.  
In just five weeks, Judge was shipped 
overseas to France as part of the American 
Expeditionary Forces.  The division went 
through Camp Mills, Long Island, New 
York, with the majority passing through 
England, and then on to France.  During 
his trip to New York, Judge wrote a letter 
home.   
 

 Saturday, June 8, 1918 
 Dear Sis, 
 I was going to start this letter 
with a fountain pen, but it don’t work.  
The train shakes too much.  We are just 
going thru a town in Missouri named 
Aurora.  It sure is some town.  It looks like 
Raymond did before my time.  Missouri 
looks so much like Minnesota in corn.  
The corn is only about a foot high.  In 
Texas it is over my head.  Some difference, 
eh?  This trip will take us about a week, so 
we have about four more days riding.  But 
it sure is sport and soft because we have 
sleepers and tables and good things to eat.  
So what more does a hobo want!  They 
turned the bunch lose in Paris, Texas yes-
terday and believe me we had some time 
with the Red Cross girls.  They gave us 
everything anyone could wish for, even 
flowers. 
 So, I suppose Bill is in France 
but this time helping the boys down the 
Beast of Berlin and I suppose Hank is 
probably on his way to New York, too. 
 Well Gettshee it is a long way to 
Berlin but we will get there yet.  Uncle 

Sam will show the way by heck!  It’s rain-
ing like the dogs here now.  But we have a 
roof overhead so we will have to do like 
they do in Spain.  Mr. Briggs will tell you 
the rest.  It is getting colder as we go east.  
It reminds me of Minnesota again.  I see 
by the papers this morning the Germans 
are dying right and left.  But what more 
can they expect when the American boys 
start shooting. Well give my love to the 
whole family and tell them I am feeling 
fine and happy so good bye, I am missing 
good scenery by writing so will close.
  Judge 
 
           Everyone in the 90th Division made 
it safely to France.  But some ships carry-
ing division personnel were unsuccess-
fully attacked by German subs in passage.  
Judge’s world had suddenly become a 
dangerous place. 
 
 Over There 

          Forty-three divisions of the Ameri-
can Expeditionary Forces (A.E.F.) were 
sent to Europe.   Judge’s 90th Division was 
the 22nd to arrive “over there” in France.           
          The U.S. soldiers were called Sam-
mies (by the Brits after Uncle Sam), 
Yanks and Doughboys.  Doughboys was 
the moniker that stuck.  The most widely-
accepted theory for the nick name is that 
the spherical U.S. uniform buttons, resem-
bled dough dumplings. 
          Upon arrival, the 360th Infantry set 
up its headquarter in Rouvre-sur-Aube.  
At the time, the war, which had been go-
ing on in Europe since 1914, had largely 
resulted in a stalemate since 1915 at the 
Western Front.   
          For five weeks, the 360th was joined 
by experienced French officers who 
helped train the men in the new techniques 
of war.  The new recruits trained eight 
hours a day in trenching, target practice, 
maneuvers and tactics.             
          The 90th Division had been sent to 
relieve the 1st Division, which had been 
the first U.S. division to enter battle earlier 

that year.  Just before his first taste of war 
at the front line, Judge wrote a letter 
home. 
 

 Tuesday August 21, 1918 
 Dear Folks at home 
Dear Sister: 
  Well I have a few minutes off so 
will take advantage of it and write.  Send 
me Bill and Ten’s addresses please so I 
could probably be able to locate them.  I 
am having a good time at present and still 
happy and well, and sure do hope this 
reaches you the same.  So say hello to all 
the boys if there are any left for me and 
tell them to not worry because I won’t 
take long before we are with them.  Will 
write more next time, because I am not in 
a very good condition to write at present.
 Love to all, 
 Judge 
 P.S.  I make an allotment for twenty dol-
lars a month starting the first of Aug. 
 
          The 90th Division was spread out 
over 9 kilometers of front during this time.  
The 360th relieved the 26th Infantry of the 
1st Division.  It was located just north of 
Toul near the Moselle River.  Pount-a-
Mousson was to the right of the 360th. 
          During this time and only under the 
cover of night, the men cleaned out the old 
French trenches of trash and barbed wire.  
The 90th Division saw its first casualty of 
the war when one soldier was killed by the 
accidental discharge of a discarded French 
grenade. 
          In late August, rumors were circu-
lating of an upcoming U.S, Offensive.  
Activities were kept quiet and under 
cover.  After four years of war, the French 
civilians knew something was definitely 
about to happen, more so than the inexpe-
rienced doughboys.  
          On the evening of September 11, 
the infantry assembled in the pouring rain.  
The 360th marched to a new position, 
knowing something was about to happen.  
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Judge is holding the flag in this WWI induction photograph, taken in Willmar. 
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Over the Top at St. Mihiel  

          The A.E.F. was the first American army ever sent to 
Europe.  Up until the St. Mihiel battle of September 12th through 
16th, the American forces augmented the French and British Al-
lied troops and were ultimately under their direction. 
          The A.E.F., under command of General John J. Pershing, 
was now to fight as an equal Allied partner under their own 
command.  It was the largest U.S. battle to date since the Civil 
War. 
          At the beginning of the St. Mihiel offensive, the Germans 
were in the early stages of a pull out of the area.  They were 
taken by surprise by the Allied attack.  The A.E.F. and French 
divisions did not generally experience intense fighting, however, 
German pockets of resistance, some with gas attacks, were met 
by the 90th Division.  It had been raining for days resulting in a 
horrible swampy mess.  Mud, barbed wire, lice, and rats were 
ever present. 
          The 90th Division was placed between the 5th Division on 
its left and the 82nd Division on its right.  Just right of the 82nd 
Division, which was the far right flank of the attack, was the 
Moselle River, which marked the eastern border of the offen-
sive.  St. Mihiel marked the western point. 
          At 7:a.m. on September 13th, Judge went over the top and 
advanced northeast toward the Norroy Quarries.  The 2nd and 3rd 
Battalions moved simultaneously.  Progress was slow and 
strongly opposed by German machine guns protected by con-
crete structures.  Unfortunately, the German machine gunners 
had not been affected by the 90th Division’s artillery preparation 
prior to the infantry attack.  But by the end of the most difficult 
day yet, the two battalions were successful. 
          According to the History of the 90th Division by Major 
George Wythe, Division Historian, the capture of Norroy Quar-
ries was the greatest advance of September 13th and one of the 
regiment’s brilliant achievements during the war. 
          “ …Overcoming machine gun resistance, and ignoring the 
bursting of  high explosives, the two battalions occupied and 
thoroughly mopped up the quarries by 5 p.m.” the book states. 
          In addition the 360th captured large quantities of medical 
supplies, machine gun parts, and ammunition.  Among the spoils 
were mineworker, gas projectors, grenades, telephone repair 
kits, signal outfits, rations and equipment.  The German dugouts, 
which were hastily abandoned, felt “luxurious” to the 
doughboys.  The victorious Americans occupied the fully 
equipped offices, furnished dining rooms and recreation rooms 
with pianos. 
          The Bois-le-Prete and Norroy Quarries victory was con-
sidered the 360th most outstanding feat of arms during WWI, 
according to the regiment’s organized reserves that formed after 
the war.  In 1922, it developed a 360th unit insignia and military 
coat of arms that depicts Sable the bear and a tree with barbed 
wire around the trunk.  The tree symbolizes the Bois-le-Prete 
woods and its capture on September 13, 1918. 
          On September 15th the 1st Battalion was to advance to a 
new outpost . . .  The 360th Infantry established posts west of the 
Moselle River inVandieres, on the night of September 16.  As a 
result, the 360th had two “front lines,” one at their front and the 
second at their right flank.         

 

 
 

Soon after the St. Mihiel offensive, Judge wrote his sister 
Etta Knott in Raymond. 

 September 21, 1918 
                                Somewhere in France 

Dear Sis: 
  Well kid I am just going to write a few lines to let the 

bunch know I am still living and feeling fine.  We went over the 
top and came out with grand success.  Will write more when I 
get in a position to do so. 

 With love to all 
Judge 

 
   After the war, Judge told his daughter Mildred he remem-

bered standing in the trenches with “rats running everywhere.”   
  The rats were a mixed blessing as they could smell the 

threat of gas.  Daddy said twice a voice told him to get out of the 
foxhole.  He jumped out warning the others.  Some followed.  
One was just coming out when the mortar landed in the foxhole 
and blew his head off,  Mildred recounted. 
          After the battle of St. Mihiel, the A.E.F. silenced Allied 
doubts that they could fight on their own.  The victory was a 
huge morale booster.  They had proven themselves, but a 
tougher test was soon to come.  

 
          Judge’s story will continue in the next issue of the 
Kandi Express.  We thank Jennifer Rude Klett for sharing 
her fine book with KCHS. 

 
Excerpts from Judge  
Knott’s Letters 
  Selected by Jennifer Rude Klett  
 
“The boys were falling all directions, but old Judge 
kept going.” 
  November 26th, 1918 
 
 “I spent over sixty days at the front and went over 
four times waiting for the fifth, which I am sure glad 
never came.” 
  November 16th, 1918 
 
 “We were told that General Pershing was going to 
inspect us in the early part of April, so all we are do-
ing now days is washing our equipment.” 
  March 28th, 1919 
 
 “I suppose mother wants to see her hero, and her 
hero also wants to see his mother as bad, so I think 
better  
as I come home.” 
  April 23, 1919 
  
 “How is Duke?”  
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